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A Joint Effort of the Donor Technical Secretariat 
and the Department of Strategy and Donor Coordination 

The final draft of NSDI has been discussed 
and endorsed in principle to the Strategic 
Planning Committee.
In response to a concern voiced by 
many stakeholders, including several 
of  the donor partners, the Strategic 
Planning Committee has decided that 
an additional effort needs to be made to 
have the document fully consulted with 
the Parliament and the political parties in 
particular. This will be followed by a series 
of consultations with the parliamentary 
commissions within the next weeks.
A national conference to launch the 
National Strategy for Development and 
Integration will be held in early 2008. 

TV debates on National Strategy for 
Development and Integration

As of 17 October 2007, a series of ten 
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TV debates called “Challenges and 
Strategies” were broadcast on public 
television TVSH. The first seven debates 
were recorded in different cities across 
Albania and featured a sector theme: 
education (in Korça), rural development 
(in Lushnja), tourism (in Vlora), social care 
(in Gjirokastra), infrastructure (in Durres), 
health (in Elbasan), and environment (in 
Shkodra). The last three were recorded in 
Tirana and focused on the overall strategic 
priorities of the NSDI: Justice and Rule of 
Law, Socio-Economic Development and 
EU and NATO Integration. The last two 
were broadcast on 19 and 26 December 
2007. The Government, the opposition, 
technical experts and local community 
representatives participated in the debates. 
These debates were funded by DFID/OPM 
and were facilitated by the Institute for 
Contemporary Studies.

Minister of Health Nard Ndoka (left) and British Ambassador Fraser Wilson (right) during a visit to the Shkodra hospital, 11 December 2007. (OSCE/Fabiola Haxhillari)
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Norway and Switzerland 
supporting the One UN in Albania

On 7 December 2007, the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation signed agreements with 
the United Nations to support the 
One UN Programme in Albania. Both 
Governments are strong supporters of UN 
reform and their financial support will be 
channelled towards strategic programme 
results. Norway is contributing $1,092,896 
and Switzerland $540,178.  Albania has 
been selected, along with seven other 

Integrated Planning 
System Immediate 
Phase (IPS) 

countries to pilot a worldwide programme 
of UN reform. As part of ongoing United 
Nations efforts to enhance efficiency and 
responsiveness, the One UN Pilot aims 
to bring UN Agencies together – with 
one programme, one budget, one leader 
and one UN house. Albania’s selection 
followed the request of the Albanian 
Government to the United Nations 
system. The Programme of One UN in 
Albania fully corresponds to national 
priorities and reduces costs in line with 
the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness. 
For latest developments on the One UN in 
Albania, please click here.

ONE UN Programme

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation Country Director 
Mr. Daniel M. Züst, and UN Resident Coordinator Gülden Türköz-Cosslett 

Norwegian Minister of 
Environment and International 
Development Mr. Erik Solheim

Recent Developments on IPS 
Multi-Donor Trust Fund (MDTF)

The group of the donors co-financing the 
IPS MDTF is now complete. Austrian  
Government, the last to join, has also 
finalized the legal procedures with the  
World Bank during the month of December. 
The rest of the donors, with the exception 
of  Italy have signed the amendments to the 
Administrative Agreements. As soon as this 
process will be completed, the World Bank 
will be able to sign the Grant Agreement 
with the  Government of Albania.

In the meantime, another donor, the 
Government of Switzerland, has expressed 
interest  to participate in the IPS MDTF 
to the value of 450,000 Euros. The 
Government of  Albania has expressed its 
appreciation for this commitment from the 
Swiss Government in supporting the IPS 
implementation, and the World Bank will 
soon start the  legal arrangement to include 
their contribution in the TF. 
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Sector Related Activities
Donor Lunch Introduces USAID’s 
New Assistance Programs: 

On 15 November 2007, USAID hosted a 
working lunch with representatives of the 
donor community and Government of 
Albania counterparts to introduce three 
new USAID programs that will address 
issues in Albania’s agriculture, judicial, 
and local government sectors. The five-
year, $10 million Albanian Agriculture 
Competitiveness (AAC) Program will assist 
farmers and agribusinesses in improving 
their productivity and responsiveness to 
trade conditions and opportunities in the 
domestic and global markets.  
In order to stimulate local economic 
development and improve local 
governance, USAID’s four-year, $8 million 
Local Governance in Albania Program 
(LGPA) will work with 10 municipalities 
to increase economic investments and 
better manage public resources. 
USAID assistance to the judicial sector 
through the three-year, $4 million Rule 
of Law Program in Albania, will promote 
better functioning oversight institutions 
and more accountable courts.  For more 
information about the programs, please 
visit the USAID Albania website at 
www.usaid.gov/al 

USAID/MCC Programme 
Sets Up Online Tax Filing 
and Payment System:  

The 14 November 2007 VAT deadline 
saw a significant increase (from less than 
10 in October to 48) in the number of 
taxpayers using the new e-filing system 
for their monthly VAT returns. Now 
Large Taxpayers also have the option of 
using the new e-payment system, available 
through the online banking systems of the 
American Bank of Albania and Raiffeissen 
Bank. In the coming months, more 
banks are expected to begin advertising 
this online tax payment service. Almost 
160 additional Large Taxpayers were 
registered in November and e-filed on 14 
December 2007. These systems are made 
possible through the MCA Threshold 

Programme reforms, administered 
by USAID, which will reduce the 
opportunities for abuse and corruption 
in the tax administration.    

British Embassy and OSCE 
Presence launch anti-corruption 
project in Shkodra hospital 

On 11 December 2007,  the British 
Embassy and the OSCE Presence in 
Albania, in co-operation with the 
Ministry of Health, launched an anti-
corruption project in the regional hospital 
of Shkodra. The project aims to assist 
in improving the service offered to the 
public by the medical staff of promoting 
transparency and helping the fight 
against corruption. The project will 
focus on raising citizens’ awareness of 
their rights to obtain medical services as 
well as their duties; and to improve the 
hospital’s facilities by installing electronic 
information panels, security cameras 
and modern equipment. The project is 
financed both by the British Embassy 
and the OSCE Presence, and it will be 
implemented by the OSCE Presence. 
Activities foresee the finalization of a 
code of conduct to be signed by doctors 
and nurses, television advertisements 

Deputy Head of the OSCE Presence Alex Finnen, 
Minister of Health Nard Ndoka and British Ambassador 
Fraser Wilson during the visit to the Shkodra hospital, 11 
December 2007. (OSCE/Fabiola Haxhillari)

European Commission 
- Enlargement Strategy and 
Progress Reports 2007

On 6 November 2007 the European 
Commission adopted its annual 
strategy document explaining its 
policy on EU enlargement. The 
document includes also a summary 
of the progress made over the last 
twelve months by each candidate and 
potential candidate: Croatia, the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Turkey, as well as Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia and 
Kosovo (under UN Security Council 
Resolution 1244). In addition, the 2007 
progress reports were published, where 
the Commission services monitor and 
assess the achievements of each of the 
candidate and potential candidates 
over the last year. The so-called 
“enlargement package” contains also 
proposals to the Council for revised 
European and Accession partnerships 
for each country, in which the 
Commission lists areas where further 
reforms are needed. 
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The Embassy of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands supports three 
projects from December 2007 
onwards which will contribute 
to environmentally sustainable 
development in Albania:

REC Trust Fund 2
Following the positive experience 
from Trust Fund 1, REC Albania 
and the Embassy of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands are extending their 
cooperation for another three years to 
improve the environmental situation 
in Albania. The scope of the follow-
up programme covers improving  
physical environmental conditions,  
cooperation among stakeholders, and 
public participation and environmental 
awareness. To reach these objectives 
approximately 75 locally initiated 
projects will be implemented and about 
�00 NGO members and other involved 
representatives will be trained on topics 
related to environmental planning.

Milieukontakt ‘Strengthening 
Albanian Civil Society for an 
Improved Environment’
The Embassy of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands and Milieukontakt 
International will cooperate to implement 
the ‘Strengthening Albanian Civil Society 
for an Improved Environment, 2007-2010’ 
project. By improving the position of 
civil society, strengthening the dialogue 
between civil society, government and 
other stakeholders, and raising the quality 
of local and national environmental 
policies, Milieukontakt and the Embassy 
hope to realize improved implementation 
and enforcement of national policies on 
waste, water, and air quality, strengthen 
community involvement on these 
topics and build capacities of NGOs. 
The ultimate goal of Milieukontakt’s 

intervention is to create a strong and 
independent environmental NGO 
movement in Albania.

UNDP ‘Identification and 
prioritization of “environmental 
hotspots” in Albania’
The project “Identification and 
prioritization of ‘environmental hotspots’ 
in Albania”  is a follow up of several United 
Nation Environment Protection (UNEP)  
studies on environmental hotspots. The 
environmental situation around these 
hotspots is a serious concern as expressed 
in the National Environmental Action 
Plan of 2002. UNDP programme will 
carry-out identification and in-depth 
assessment of environmental hotspots 
in Albania, establish a database for the 
identified hotspots, and build the capacity 
of the environmental administration to 
further identify and monitor hotspots 
as well as to plan remedial actions. By 
creating an inventory of hotspots, a more 
systematic and effective approach towards 
addressing and cleaning up environmental 
hotspots will be possible.

Seven agreements of 
cooperation between 
Albania and Kuwait 
signed

On 12 December 2007, in the 
presence of Albanian Prime 
Minister, Sali Berisha, and 
Prime Minister of the state 
of Kuwait, Sheikh Naser Al 
Mohammad Al Ahmad Al Jaber 
Al Sabah, Albania and Kuwait 
signed seven agreements of 
cooperation:

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Lulzim Basha and Under-
Secretary of the Kuwaiti 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Khalid Sulaiman Al Jarallah 
signed the Agreement on 
establishing the joined 
Cooperation Committee 
and the Memorandum of 
Understanding for Bilateral 
Consultation between the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
of both governments. Minister 
of Economy, Trade and Energy, 
Genc Ruli, and the Minister 
of Finance of Kuwait signed 
the Agreement for Economic 
and Technical Cooperation.  
Minister of Finance, Ridvan 
Bode, and the Minister of 
Finance of Kuwait signed 
the Agreement on Mutual 
Promotion and Protection 
of Investments. Minister of 
Tourism, Culture, Youth and 
Sports, Ylli Pango, and the 
Minister of Trade and Industry 
of Kuwait signed the Agreement 
on Tourist Cooperation and the 
Agreement on Culture and Arts. 
Another Agreement between 
the respective Chambers of 
Commerce was also signed.

Frank Nan (left) and Elmars Svekis from the OSCE Presence 
in Albania discuss plans on modernizing the country’s civil 
registry system, part of a project financed by the European 
Commission and implemented by the Presence, Tirana, 22 
November 2007. (OSCE/Fabiola Haxhillari)
 

with the message that paying bribes to 
hospital employees is illegal, information 
of services and medicines that are free at 
the point of delivery to the public and an 
improved security system. 

OSCE Presence and Ministry of 
Interior organize workshop on 
address system model for Albania

A workshop on an address system model 
for Albania was held on 7 December 2007  
in Tirana by the OSCE Presence and 
the Ministry of Interior. The workshop 
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also focused on the required changes 
to the relevant law and a draft decision 
on street signs and building numbers. 
Participants included representatives from 
state institutions and local government 
whose work is affected by the address 
system, as well as from international 
bodies, civil society organizations and 
private institutions. The workshop was 
a ‘follow-up’ to the Conference on the 
Modernization of the Address and Civil 
Registration Systems in Albania, which 
was held in November 2007. Activities on 
modernization of the address and civil 
registration systems are implemented in 
the framework of an EC-funded project 
implemented by the OSCE Presence. 

Beginning of a new CARDS 
project - EURALIUS II 

On 16 November 2007, the European 
Assistance Mission to the Justice System 
in Albania (EURALIUS) II, a CARDS 
2006 project, started as an immediate 
follow-up Mission to EURALIUS I that 
ended by the middle of November 2007. 
Like EURALIUS I,  EURALIUS II will 
also be implemented by the Austrian 
Federal Ministry of Justice as the lead 
partner in a consortium with the German 
Federal Ministry of Justice. In addition to 
the work scope of EURALIUS I, the work-
plan of EURALIUS II will also encompass 
Criminal Justice. By the middle of 

February 2008, the full experts’ staff will 
be working and a detailed work plan for 
the first 6 months of the implementation 
period will be prepared in collaboration 
with the Albanian state institutions. 

Awareness campaign: 
Together to promote human 
rights and women’s rights 

The Civil Society Development Center 
(CSDC) in Korca organized an awareness 
campaign on human rights and women’s 
rights from 25 November to 10 December. 
The main goals were: to raise awareness 
of Korça and Pogradec communities on 
human rights and especially on women’s 
rights; to increase the community 
consciousness on domestic violence and 
to encourage the community to prevent 
it; to encourage the local civil society 
organisations to give a positive impact 
in the life of the local community; to 
strengthen and improve the cooperation 
and networking among local NGO-s. 

Eleven NGOs were involved into the 
campaign: Korça Woman Organization, 
Me the Woman (Pogradec), Mother, 
Family, the Future, Physical Rehabilitation 
Association, Mjaft!. Citizens’ Club, Romani 
Baxt, Amaro Drom, Disutni Albania, 
Golden Hands Foundation, Association 
of Orphan Children and Youngsters and 
Social Club, Youth Parliament.
 

This year, the CSDC has had very good 
cooperation with the Red Cross, Korca 
Branch and Terre des Hommes. The 
Red Cross and Terre des Hommes 
co-financed the designing of a banner, 
which was placed in the town centre. 

Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs 
and Equal Opportunities, United 
Nations Volunteers and UNDP 
sign agreement to support the 
National Strategy for Improving 
Roma Living Conditions

The Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs 
and Equal Opportunities, UN Volunteers 
and UNDP signed an agreement on 
22 November to support the National 
Strategy for Improving Roma Living 
Conditions. The two-year project will 
assist the poorest and most marginalized 
minority communities at the local level 
in Fier, Elbasan and Tirana by facilitating 
community access to basic services, 
promoting participatory planning, 
developing local infrastructure and 
increasing community access to the 
labour market. Project partners include 
Terre des Hommes, Tirana Legal Aid 
Services, the Albanian Red Cross, the 
Spanish Red Cross and the Regional 
Environmental Centre. The project 
complements UN efforts to establish 
a monitoring and progress reporting 

Minister of Health Nard Ndoka (left), Deputy Head of the OSCE Presence Alex Finnen (middle) and British Ambassador Fraser Wilson (right) during a visit to the Shkodra hospital, 11 December 2007. (OSCE/Fabiola Haxhillari)
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mechanism for the National Strategy for 
Improving Roma Living Conditions.

Ministry and Donors 
Support National Conference 
on Child Protection  

Save the Children in Albania and 
Transnational Action against Child 
Trafficking (TACT) program organized 
on 12 December 2007 the National 
Conference on Child Protection in Tirana. 
The Minister of Labour, Social Affairs and 
Equal Opportunities, Save the Children 
Programme Director, Terre des Hommes 
Head of Mission, USAID, UNICEF 
representatives, head of municipalities, 
child protection experts and social 
workers gathered to discuss the provision 
and expansion of protection services 
for children across Albania. In 2006 six 
municipal-level Child Protection Units 
(CPU) were established with the support 
of the multi-national child protection 
TACT and Save the Children. These units 
analyze and monitor the economic and 
social situations of vulnerable children 
and families and provide protection 
services. CPUs have been an integral part 
in creating a network of quality social 
service providers that strengthen the 
National Child Rights Protection System. 
The establishment and sustainability 
of CPUs have been made possible 
through the support of USAID, UNICEF, 
Hellenic Aid, OAK Foundation, Austrian 
Development Agency, and the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.    

Coordination key to 
reliable tourism data:  

UNDP Albania hosted a round-table 
discussion as part of the Eco and Cultural 
Tourism Support programme on 15 
November, to discuss findings from 
research conducted on the production 
of Albanian statistical data on tourism. 
Participants included representatives of 
the main institutions involved in collecting 
and interpreting tourism statistics - the 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture, Youth 
and Sports; the Ministry of Interior; the 

Institute of Statistics (INSTAT); and the 
Bank of Albania. Other donor agencies 
who participated included: GTZ, SNV, 
USAID/EDEM project. The discussion 
was organized to look for ways to improve 

Austrian Development Agency 
organises an activity at the 
Hotelier –Tourism School in 
Durres marking the successful 
completion of  the ‘Tourreg 
Albania’ project
On the 14 December 2007 saw the 
successful completion of the Tourreg.
Albania project, which has been running 
for three years.  The project aimed at 
supporting vocational training in the 
field of tourism.  This project includes 
other countries in the region, such as 
Bulgaria, Romania, Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro.  
Project implementation was performed 
by the KulturKontakt Austria project 
office in Tirana and is funded by the 
Austrian Development Agency in an 
amount of 240,000 Euros. A stronger 
communication amongst the schools and 
business community and a higher level of 
management modernisation was achieved 

in all the three Hotelier and Tourism pilot 
schools in Tirana, Durres and Saranda. An 
important contribution has been given in  
assuring a teaching process which is very 
close to practice.
The cooperation between Albania and 
Austria in the tourism education field 
has been functioning for over a decade.  
It has started with the opening of the 
hotelier-tourism branch at the existing 
school in Tirana.  
The activity had the participation of 
the Minister of Education and Science 
Mr. Genc Pollo, representatives of 
the Austrian Embassy in Tirana, Mr. 
Christopher Opancar, from the Austrian 
Development Agency, representatives 
from the Education Departments and the 
schools in Tirana, Durres and Saranda 
as well as from the local government 
of Durres. Activity was closed with a 
cocktail reception, prepared and served 
by the students of the Hotelier and 
Tourism School of Durres.

Tourism development

Educational Cooperation between Albania and Austria: 

the system of tourism statistics. It was 
agreed to follow a shared and recognized 
methodology coordinated by the Ministry 
of Tourism, Culture, Youth and Sports.

USAID Supports Ministry’s 

Educational Cooperation between Albania and Austria: 
The activity organised by the Austrian Development Agency at the Hotelier Tourism School in Durres



7

and intermediation in insurance and 
reinsurance” that entered into force 
on 10 August 2004. Through USAID’s 
Central Bank Assistance Programme. 
The FSVC has worked to support the 
development of a sound, well-regulated 
and efficient financial sector, including 
support to Albania’s Central Bank and the 
Deposit Insurance Agency, since initiating 
assistance to the financial sector in 1996. 

Parliamentarians and 
community in Shkodra and 
Peshkopi discuss European 
integration challenges in OSCE 
Presence-organized forum

Members of the Parliamentary 
Committee on European Integration 
and other state officials were in Shkodra 
and Peshkopi on 27 November and 11 

Participation in World Travel 
Market in London

On 1� November 2007, Albania’s Minister 
of Tourism, Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr. 
Ylli Pango, announced at the annual World 
Travel Market in London, several efforts 
that the Ministry would be undertaking to 
increase tourism to Albania. The Ministry 
and the National Tourism Organization, 
with the support of USAID, produced 
several promotional materials featured 
at the fair including two photographic 
exhibitions showcasing Albania’s past and 
present sites,  “Albanian Destinations” by 
Roland Tasho and “The Historic Marubi 
Collection: 185�-1950.” In addition, 11 
Albanian toursim companies participated 
and exhibited at the Albania stand.

USAID Programme: New 
Graduates to Add Value to 
Growing Insurance Industry

Albania’s first class of professional 
actuaries received certification for 
completion of an actuarial training and 
certification programme. The two-year 
Actuarial Certification Programme was 
funded by USAID and organized by 
the Financial Services Volunteer Corps 
(FSVC), in cooperation with Albania’s 
Financial Supervisory Authority (FSA), 
the UK Institute of Actuaries, and the 
University of Tirana’s Faculty of Nature 
Sciences. This actuarial training and 
certification serves as an important step 
toward the compliance with Law No. 9267  
“On the activity of insurance, reinsurance 

December 2007, respectively, to discuss 
with interests groups there the challenges 
deriving from the implementation of the 
Stabilization and Association Agreement 
with the European Union. The events, 
organized by the OSCE Presence in 
Albania, the Albanian Assembly and 
the European Movement, are part of the 
Presence’s activities in the framework of 
its Parliamentary Support Project. Similar 
forums will be organized in several 
regions of the country in 2008. 

Civil society and regional 
council set priorities for 
cross border projects:

On 22 November 2007, CSDC Kukes 
organized a meeting between civil society 
in Kukes and the Head of the Regional 
Council in order to discuss on priorities 
on cross border projects from which the 
Kukes region will benefit. The Ministry 
of European Integration, in the role of the 
national coordinator of the community 
assistance in Albania, is leading the work 
towards the preparation for cross border 
Programmes which will be funded by 
IPA during the period 2007-2011. One of 
these programmes, is the development 
programme for Kukes region with Kosovo. 
However, considering the fact that Kosovo 
has not been defined as an independent 
state yet, these projects will be awarded 
only to Kukes region. The aim of this 
programme is to encourage the initiatives 

This year’s stand at the World Travel Market showcased tourism packages offered by Albanian private tour operators, municipalities, 
and the National Tourism Organization. Since 2004, USAID’s EDEM program has assisted tourism businesses and national tourism 
organizations and associations to develop promotional products and services that strengthen Albania’s tourism industry. 

USAID awarded eight graduates certification for completion of the two-year Actuarial 
Certification Program organized by the Financial Services Volunteer Corps (FSVC). 
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on environmental issues and the 
improvement of Solid Waste Management 
System before the beginning of the new 
summer season. The participants came 
up with the idea of involving local schools 
during the awareness campaigns and 
cleaning activities. The participants were 
optimistic about this work plan and 
promised to realize it within the time line 
of the next six months.

Germany continues its support 
to the Water Sector

As a result of the successful 
implementation of the project “Water 
Supply in Korça City” during the period 
of 2000-200�, the Water Supply and 
Sewerage Company of Korça has made 
an enormous progress. Now 24 hours 
of potable water supply is guaranteed 
to the consumer. The completion of 
this project was made possible through 
an investment of 24 Million Euros 
by the Government of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. The successful 
construction of the water supply system 
with contemporary parameters is in 
accordance with international standards, 
not only regarding technical means, but 
also regarding accompanying measures 
like the management of the company.  
As a result of all these achievements, 
the new project of “Sewerage System 
in Korça” was established. It aims 
at securing a safe ecological and 

on environment, tourism and cultural 
values. Local government units, NGOs 
and business sector too are eligible to 
participate.  In this meeting the Head of 
the Regional Council after explaining 
the programme goal to the participants, 
invited NGOs to give their ideas on what 
are the main and potential fields for these 
projects. The list of priorities by NGOs 
will be associated with a list from local 
government units and business sector.
After collecting ideas there will be the 
phase of prioritizing these ideas which 
will be further development into project 
proposals to be submitted to the Kukes 
Regional Council. Later, the Regional 
Council (a committee where civil 
society will have a representative will be 
established to decide on the best priorities) 
will approve the projects they consider to 
be the best and then submit them to the 
Ministry of European Integration and IPA. 
This is a very good chance for local 
NGOs to apply for projects and they are 
encouraged to apply in partnerships with 
other NGOs or other local government 
units. It is the first time NGOs are offered 
this kind of collaboration.

Bringing Back 
Albanopoli Project

In order to continue implementing the 
project “Bringing Back Albanopoli”, 
on 1  December, the CSDC organized 
a cleaning activity at the square of 
Zgerdhesh.  This was an area of high 
pollution created by years of local neglect.  
The project staff worked for 2 months 
to raise awareness to support the old 
saying, “If you are looking for a clean 
environment first clean the mind”.  They 
organised seminars by communicating 
environmental issues and the importance 
of keeping a clean environment.  They 
also placed banners around the square 
that helped to inform those living in 

this area.  The messages in the banners 
were: “cleanliness protects one’s health”; 
“all people for a clean environment” 
and “tourism is hindered by an unclean 
environment”.  There were 120 volunteers 
who participated in this activity.  Nature 
for Humanity, CSDC-Durres, Albanopoli, 
Peace Corps volunteers and other willing 
individuals all set strong examples to 
be followed in the future.  The main 
goal of this activity was to bring back 
the beauty of the old Illyrian city of 
Zgerdhesh(Albanopoli) for visitors to 
come from all areas to appreciate the 
historical and archaeological aspects.

Issues of Solid Waste 
Management in Velipoja 

On 4 December 2007, CSDC and Aarhus 
Information Center, supported by OSCE 
Presence organized a workshop in 
Velipoja Commune on the topic “Issues 
of Solid Waste Management in Velipoja”. 
After a series of previous meetings with 
the Head of Velipoja Commune, Mr. 
Nikolle Marku and his staff, the Head 
of the Regional Environmental Agency, 
Mr. Idrizi, it was decided to hold a 
workshop with various stakeholders who 
operate in tourist area and brainstorm 
on a work plan for the next 6 months 

Bringing back Albanopoli Project (Photo: CSDC Durres)

Workshop on Solid Waste Management 
conducted by CSDC Shkodra and OSCE 
Presence  (Photo: CSDC Shkodra)
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(c) Debt Management Technical 
Assistance Mission (from 17 to 21 
December 2007) had as a primary 
aim to assist the Ministry of Finance in 
improving government debt management 
capacity and institutions.

A World Bank Technical 
Supervision Mission for the 
Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management and Clean-up 
Project (APL-1) took place from 
7 to 11 December 2007, aiming at 
the improvement of the management 
and conservation of Albanian coastal 
resources. Th e mission reviewed all 
components under the Integrated 
Coastal Zone Management and 
Clean-up Project, particularly focused 
on observing the fi rst presentations and 
public outreach activities for the Draft 
Southern Coastal Development Plan, 
preparation for the public hearings in 
January 2008 and update on the reform of 

As of 1 October 2007, the World Bank took over from the OSCE Presence as the Chair of the 
DTS Secretariat.

Any comments regarding Donor Dialogue 
(both positive and negative) are strongly encouraged – and we promise to print all such com-
ments received!
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If you would like to contribute, send your text to the Donor Technical Secretariat (DTS) Offi ce 
(nevila.como@aidharmonisation.org.al) by the 1st of every month. An ideal word count for 
submissions is around 100 words.

Frequency
Each edition will be sent to you on the 15th of every month.  
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There are over 40 donors operating in Albania.  

To unsubscribe:
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(nevila.como@aidharmonisation.org.al)
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The public consultation draft of the 

National Strategy on Development and 

Integration (NSDI) was launched by the 

Deputy Prime Minister Mr. G. Oketa in a 

press conference on October 20. This has 

initiated a round of consultations, which 

consisted of the following activities:

Three thematic workshops, one per 

strategic priority: European and NATO 

Integration (October 30); Economic 

and social development (November 

6); Democratisation and the rule of 

law (November 13). These workshops 

were supported by GTZ and had the 

participation of different interest groups.

Two group-specific workshops: for 

the Donor community that was held 

on November 19 and was attended 

by Development Counsellors and a 

selective set of advisers from various 

technical assistance projects; for civil 

society that was held on November 23 

and was attended by representatives of 

each Advisory Group that supported the 

In this issue

preparation of sector and crosscutting 

strategies and by representatives of 

nationwide NGOs. These workshops were 

supported by DFID.

Four regional workshops: in Lezha 

(November 9), Pogradec (November 

14),  Fier (November 15), and Peshkopi 

(November 21). These workshops were 

supported by the UNDP and SNV.

As of October 17, a series of ten TV 

debates are being broadcast on public 

television every Wednesday at 8.45 pm. 

The first seven debates feature a sector 

theme and have been recorded in different 

cities across Albania. The last three will 

focus on the overall strategic priorities 

of the NSDI and will be recorded in 

Tirana. The Government, the opposition, 

technical experts and local community 

representatives are taking part in the 

debates.

A closing conference will be held in mid 

December to launch the NSDI.
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In-Country 
Missions

hygienical system for the accumulation, 
transportation and discharge of the waste 
water from urban sewerage of Korça as 
well as  protecting the local water sources 
in the city. Th is project also foresees the 
construction of a contemporary waste 
water treatment plant with a state of the 
art technology and bearable costs for the 
social and economical conditions of the 
city. Th is project was realized through 
5 Million Euros by the Government of 
the Federal Republic of Germany which 
were used for investments on the waste 
water net and for the elimination of the 
impurity in the water holder fi eld of the 
city. Also, the European Investment Bank 
has allocated another sum of 15 Million 
Euros for the rehabilitation of the waste 
water network in the city and the Waste 
Water Treatment Plant.

the construction inspectorate

A World Bank Supervision Mission 
for the Agriculture Services Project, 
took place from 4 to 7 December 
2007 aiming at assessing the progress on 
actions agreed during previous mission 
and discussing the preparations for project 
closure on �1 March 2008.

A World Bank Supervision 
Mission for the Albania Avian 
Influenza Control and Human 
Pandemic Preparedness and 
Response Project visited from 9 
to 14 December 2007.  
The aims of the Mission were to assess 
progress achieved in the implementation 
of the project components since the last 
supervision Mission, to identify and 
help resolve problems related to project 
implementation, and evaluate project 
implementation arrangements..

A World Bank Proposed Second 
Development Policy Operations 
(DPO2), Supervision Mission, 
an Albania Country Economic 
Memorandum identifi cation 
mission and a Debt Management 
Technical Assistance Mission have 
been visiting the country from 3 to 
21 December:  

(a) Th e DPO2 supervision (from 3 
to 14 December 2007) reviewed, with 
the Government team and stakeholders, 
the progress made since the pre-appraisal 
mission, focusing on: pension reforms, 
water sector reforms, civil service reforms, 
health sector reforms, concessions 
framework, and fi scal decentralization. 

(b) Members of the Country Economic 
Memorandum (CEM) Scoping 
Mission (from 3 to 21 December 
2007) have began work on CEM, a report 
planned to look at growth priorities 
for Albania in the context of future EU 
accession. 


